Return to the Struggle
the Congress of Industrial Organizations, which now
functions in the United States. We saw the industrial
unions as vehicles of socialized industry, not merely
as an organizing technique.
As in most other countries, Germany's labour
movement represented craft as well as industrial
unions. The old craft union members had such a
strong loyalty to their organizations that it was hard
to bring them to make any concessions. The pro-
minent leaders of the Federation of Labour favoured
the craft unions. Before the convention of the federa-
tion convened in Leipzig in June, 1922, we had worked
intensely for the victory of our ideas. I attended
the convention as a journalist for the Independent
Socialist press and therefore also for the famous
Leipziger Volkszeitung, one of the oldest and most
respected labour dailies in the country. But I had
promised Robert to help him, especially during the
time he was detained in committee meetings. Fortu-
nately, the industrial unionist delegates recognized my
right to take part in the discussions within their caucus
even though I was not a delegate. Our group became
stronger during the debates, at least partly because
of Robert's excellent exposition of our point of view.
Could the opposition deny that a great number of
skilled craftsmen as well as skilled or semi-skilled
labourers, although employed by the same employers,
were divided into several unions, while on the side
of ownership there was a single, unified director-
ship? Could they deny that the form of labour
organization had changed very little during a period
when the most rapid transformation had taken place
in industry? What had labour done to meet the